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(57) Abstract: An automated system to identify, analyze and record information associated with disinfection and/or sterilization pro- 
cedures (fig. 1, A/B). Individual processing and client devices communicate via a computer network (fig. 1, D). The client devices 
such as desktop computers terminals, hand-held devices and/or process devices such as sterilizers, autoclaves, washing and/or dis- 
infection devices are distributed among a health care facility more specifically disinfection and/or sterilization facilities that require 
processing of surgical instruments. The network server exchanges a variety of information with client devices as well as disinfection 
and/or sterilization equipment (fig. 1, Al/Bl). In response to information from equipment and/or client devices, the network server 
may trigger decision messages to equipment and/or client devices, as well as generate reports for record keeping or maintenance 
purposes. The information distributed by the network server may pertain to the operation, maintenance and control of disinfection 
and sterilization equipment (fig. I, Al/Bl), characteristics and capabilities of instruments, and expert technical advice. The infor- 
mation received from the health care facilities (fig. 1, A2-A5/B2-B5) includes requests for information, and process information 
documenting procedures performed within a health care, disinfections and/or sterilization facility (fig.l, Al/Bl). 
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